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“… I will not believe.” John 20: 25b 
 

Scripture: 
1 Peter 1: 3-9 
John 20: 19-31 
 
Mary has “seen the Lord”.  The disciples, except Thomas, “have seen the Lord”.  
Thomas hears this news and says, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” For this statement Thomas was forever branded as “Doubting Thomas”.  
I always thought Thomas was misunderstood.  I don’t think Thomas is doubting.  
Thomas is just stating that he needs an encounter with Jesus too.   
 
In truth we all need an encounter with Jesus to believe.  There is an old saying, 
“Seeing is believing” but what everyone expects of Thomas is to “believe without 
seeing”.  How many times have we said something like- “I don’t believe it - show 
me” when someone has told us something so overwhelmingly unbelievable?  Or 
maybe we’ve said, “I’ll believe that when I see it”.  We are not that different from 
Thomas.  We want proof… evidence… an experience… all of which secure our 
belief. 
 
Faith requires something more.  Maybe, just maybe, “believing is seeing”.  When 
my children were younger and they began to doubt the existence of Santa, I 
would tell them “those who believe receive”.  That was just my way to delay the 
inevitable reality of them growing up.  However, think about that phrase- “those 
who believe receive”.  When we believe what do we receive? 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” John 3: 16 

We receive the gift of eternity with God.  What more could we ever want? 

 

 



Prayer: 

 

Holy God,  

You offered your only Son so that we might be freed from sin and death.  Help us 
to believe the promise of your love without doubt in our hearts.  Help us to live in 
the assurance of your promises so that others may come to cast off their own 
doubts and seek you.  Amen. 

 

Questions to ponder: 

• Read Mark 9: 14-29.  Can you identify with the father in this story?  What 
do you think statement made by the father means (vs. 9)? 

• Read  
Acts 2: 22-32 (Part of Peter’s sermon at Pentecost). Peter talks of the deeds 
of power, wonders and signs of Jesus during his earthly ministry that God 
did through him.  Which story of one of these signs, wonders, or deeds of 
power is your favorite?  Why is that one your favorite? How does that 
particular story strengthen your belief/ faith in Christ? 

 

 

 

 
 
 


